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Photo tells story at cancer center

he large entryway photograph captures the
beaming faces of about three dozen young
mothers and their jovful, if not completely
cooperative, young children — all gathered
for a summer pienie. The pie-
ture greets visitors to the Fred Hutchinson

despair and whose gift to us is the hope and promise of
ever more effective cancer therapy.

The amazing chapter in the history of medicine is told
by Dr. Siddhartha Mukherjee in his Pulitzer Prize-
winning book “The Emperor of All Mala-
dies: A Biography of Cancer.” The book
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enter that this is a place where children
can be cured of cancer. But the true mira-
cle of the photo — known only to those who
take the time to read the caption — is that it was the
mothers who long ago were patients on the wanrd for
childhood acute leukemia; the children in the photo are
the completely healthy generation these survivors have
brought into the world.

1 first saw this photo in 1986 when, as a young and
recently married Yale internal medicine graduate I'was
interviewing for training fellowships in oncology. We all
have our reasons for choosing cancer medicine as a
career. That photo surely has been one of mine.

The story of the development of treatments for child-
hood leukemia and the revolution in cancer therapy
that followed is an extraordinary tale of determination
and courage. The very first elues to the treatment of this
disease emerged in the late 1940s. Twenty-five years lat-
er, the cure rate for these children exceeded 80 percent.

This is a story that will forever belong to the patients
and nurses and doctors who battled through doubt and
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quest to survive alse advanced the science
for the generations to follow.

Dr. Mukherjee comes to Santa Barbara
on Oct. 22 to present “Where We Are on the War on Can-
cer,” courtesy of UCSB Arts & Lectures and an anony-
mous gift to Cancer Center of Santa Barbara. It's a talk
patients and doctors alike will want to attend.

Also, today we celebrate those in our community
who've been touched by cancer and raise money to sup-
port cancer research in our community at Cancer Cen-
ter's 19th annual Walk/Fun at Montecito Union School.

More than two decades after [ first came to Santa Bar-
bara, I marvel at how far we have come — how much
has changed. At Dr. Mukherjee’s talk, we will have an
opportunity to reflect on how we got here. And at the
Cancer Center WalkRun, we'll have a chance to help
ensure the progress continues. Both will be events that
honor sacrifice and celebrate hope.

Fred Kass, M., is divector of research and wellness,
Caricer Center of Santa Barbara.
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Flawed thinking
and slaughter on
Santa Rosa Island
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